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Moral   Values   in   East
and    We s t

IT will be recalled that one of the contrasting connotations of
Eastern and Western Civilizations referred to moral qualities and
values. It was held that the moral values of the East were different
from those of the West, and hence there was a conflict between the
two. It would seem, however, that the fundamental moral values
are universal, and know no East or West. Truth, justice, mercy,
kindness, charity, and such like moral qualities are valued by all;
and falsehood, injustice, cruelty, and uncharitableness are con-
demned by all. These do not vary with race, or area, or sex, or
caste, or East or West. The contrast is not between the East and the
West, but between those who profess them and those who practise tkem.
There are those, however, who insist that moral values are a
function of a culture and vary with each culture. A virtue in one
group may be a vice in another. An example was furnished at the
Seminar-Conference of Education in the Pacific held in Honolulu
in July 1936. "In American Samoa native servants are branded by
many of the Navy wives as thieves because they take food home
from the ice-chests to their relatives. But the Samoan servant is
being honourable according to his own culture. The great thesis
of Samoan life is that if there is food and a hungry person, the
honourable man will bring them together. Was the boy right or
wrong ? There is no answer. He was right in Samoan morals, wrong
in American morals*' (Felix M. Keesing, Education in Pacific Coun-
tries, p. 40). But is it true? Is it not true that American morals
require that the starving man should be fed, even if meant taxing
the rich? What else is poor relief, famine relief, unemployment